Gus Lorenz, a reflection 


of Camas and its history 


the “ etl 
posta, years, affe: 
schools, parks, library, tire 
department, ind 


of the Camas City Council. 
Just as he put quality into his 
work as a respected papermaker at 


strive for quality in the planning 
that involved his community and its 


honesty, int d 
leadership ability Socvonined 
juickly gained 


——- at the mill, and became 
ved in other organizations. He 


Lorena was a man of vision, 
always eT ahead to 
juences of current actions or 
conditlona, Years ago he was aware 
of contamination in Lackamas 
Lake. He was a thinking man and 


to become Crown Park, held the 
original Lorenz family home, where 
Gus and his six brothers and sisters 
were raised. They walked through 
the woods to the original school 
building on Garfield Street, to fish 
in Lackamas Lake, to swim in the 
mill ditch, to go downtown, or to the 
Columbia River to watch the 
steamboats carrying passengers to 
Portland or upriver, 

The present modern Lorenz 
home is situated on the same 
property across from Crown Park, 
and so it was that the life of Guz 
Lorenz ended where it had begun, 
at home. 

Lorenz was a member of the first 
class to graduate from Camas High 
School. It was 1914 and there were 


the night, Inky would hide In the 


bushes and then loudly squawk-talk 
back to him. Gus once a splint 
on a crow with a broken leg. 


Regularly he fed the squirrels 
and made friends with them. They, 
In turn, raced up and down his fruit 
and nut trees and once took his long, 
long rope and used it to make a nest 
in one of his trees. He chuckled lang 
and hard about that, but they were 
forgiven. For a short time he was 
feeding seagulls in the street, The 
gulls, obviously astray, were 
grateful for the handout. 

In time there were . alx 
grandchildren who came often to 
visit and enjoy the current pet. 
They are Linda Lorenz (Stoller), 
Karen (now Lewis) and Steve 
Lorenz, who all lived next door as 
they grew up, and the Carey twins, 
Dennis and Danny, and their sister 
Donna (Urban). They all 
remember quality Ume with their 
grandfather, 

“He was always happy to see us 
and always had Ume to pick an 
apple or two for us from his trees, 


five members. (A sixth had moved 
before graduation.) It was the class 
that chose the school colors of black 
and red, a momentous decision, 
which has stood the test of time, 
with generations of students 
cheering for the Black and Red for 
75 years. The young Gus Lorenz 
participated in football and 
basketball with great skill, and was 
a popular and handsome athlete. 
Employment in the paper mill, 
which began during summer 
vacations from school, continued 
after high school, but was 
by two years in the 
. Then came 


certo in 1920 to an attractive 


BREE 


iu 
i 


girl, Marie Meyer, who 
peignre to Camas at the age of 11 
with her parents and family from 
Baltimore. (They were surprised 
by the sidewalks and 


or point out a hummingbird af one 
of his red hummingbird feeders,” 
recalls Linda, “They were always 


there for us." 


be carried on. He leaves 4 large, 
loving family who all enjoy being 
together. 


\ 
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And now, there are 10 it 
grandchildren, eight boys two 
girls. The work ethic and moral 
values that Gus Lorena lived by will 


